
      United Oromo evangelical churches 
        tOKKUMMAA WALDOOTAA OROMO WARRA WANGEELAA 

1901 Portland Ave. S, Minneapolis, MN 55404 
          Tel. 657-201-7327 |Fax: 866-744-0241 | Email: uoecoffice@uoec.org | 

http://www.uoec.org 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mailing Address: 
Rev. Dr. Gemechu Olana 
C/O Oromo Evangelical Lutheran Church 
436 S. Beverly Dr 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 

United Oromo Evangelical Churches (UOEC), an 
umbrella organization of Oromo Speaking Diaspora 
Evangelical Churches throughout the world (in 
Africa, Australia, Canada, Germany, Norway, 
Sweden, UK and the United States)  
 

 

 

 

UOEC Statement on Ethiopian Government’s violent action against unarmed 
student protesters, opposition leaders and journalists. 
 
We are extremely saddened by Ethiopian Government violent action against unarmed student 
protesters, opposition leaders and journalists in different parts of Oromia regional State of 
Ethiopia. We are very concerned how the Ethiopian Government is handling the situation, and 
labelling largely peaceful protestors as ‘terrorists’ and deploying special military forces, thus 
risking escalation of the protests to a dangerous civil unrest. We strongly believe this violent 
action contradicts the human and democratic rights enshrined in the Ethiopian Constitution and 
the solemn responsibility of the government to secure the full and unencumbered enjoyment of 
those rights by citizens.  
 
As a church body, we believe violence only breeds violence. We disapprove of whatever form of 
violence that dehumanizes human beings, and threatens the wellbeing of society. As Christians, 
we pray continuously and work indefatigably for peace and concord among all people, 
specifically among the peoples of Ethiopia.  We also believe that a government’s ultimate 
responsibility is to establish civil society by protecting human and constitutional rights, 
maintaining the rule of law, and elevating the general welfare of the people.  
 
In our opinion the punitive actions being considered by the government against young and 
unarmed students could have disastrous consequences and gross infringe upon the Ethiopian 
Constitution; a clear indication of lack commitment to the rule of law, which would eventually 
lead to major civil unrest and regional destabilization, unless timely corrective action is taken. 

 
Therefore, we urge the Ethiopian Government and as well as the Oromia Regional Government 
utilize their power to respect and protect the constitutional rights of the students and all 
concerned citizens to express their concerns and engage in the political process freely and 
without fear.  
 
In our opinion, these include: 
 

1. Upholding the rule of law, equally stop the excessive use of force against peaceful 
protestors in accordance to the UN Basic Principles on the use of Force and Firearms by 
Law Enforcement Official. 
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2. Conduct a thorough, independent and impartial investigation of the incidents in which 
unarmed protesters were killed. 

3. Ensure that those responsible for abuses and lethal force brought to criminal justice.   
4. Immediately take concrete, corrective steps by releasing unjustly detained opposition 

leaders, students, and journalists.  
5. Stop displacement of small farmers from their ancestral land against their will, and respect 

the moral authority and the commercial, legal and political rights of the Oromo people in 
those regions as it enshrined in the federal Constitution. 

6. And talking to the protestors and all those working to peacefully promote their alternative 
political objectives;  

7. We also would like to exhort the Ethiopian Government and all its concerned agencies to 
talk with all peaceful partners to map a gradual process of levelling the playing field to 
increasingly democratize the Federation.  
 

We also ask the United State Government and the International Community to influence the 
Ethiopian authorities set the example of upholding the rule of law instead of being its primary 
violators; 
 
In our opinion, this includes  

1. The placing necessary economic and military sanction on the Ethiopian Government as 

long as it proceeds committing gross human rights volitions and violently exclude others 

from fair political and economic participation.  

 

2. Put pressure on Ethiopian authorities that it should address to the protestors and all 

those working to peacefully promote their alternative political objectives; 

 

3. Encourage the Ethiopian authorities to work with all peaceful partners to map a gradual 

process of levelling the playing field to increasingly democratize the Federation.  

 

 
 
Rev. Dr. Gemechu Olana 
President, The United Oromo Evangelical Churches   
 


